Recommendation by Local Spiritual Assemblies, or Auxiliary Board Members

For Service As Camp Counsellors At the Sylvan Lake Bahá’í Centre

Dear Friends,

The Sylvan Lake Bahá'í Centre Program Committee needs your assistance to ensure that the prospective summer counsellor who contacted you for this recommendation can meet the spiritual, physical and emotional challenges which may confront him/her while serving as a children’s camps counsellor at the Sylvan Lake Bahá'í Centre.  

This information is essential to our assessment of this individual’s application for service.  We would appreciate your frank and full answers to the numbered questions on the form below, but please do not compromise the confidentiality of the applicant. We have provided questions for you to consider in forming your recommendation. 

In order to assist you in this process, here is a description of the requirements to work as a counsellor, as well as a recommendation form.

The type of candidate that we require to serve as a counsellor at SLBC should show clear leadership abilities and be an example for the children under his or her care.  This cannot be stressed enough.  It is not sufficient that counsellors simply to be “good persons”.  They should have good physical and emotional stamina – being a counsellor is hard work with long hours.  They should demonstrate qualities of individual initiative as well as the ability to work in a team and under adult supervision.

It should not be assumed that being a counsellor is the place for youth to work out their problems or to absorb a Bahá’í atmosphere. Our experience has been that such youth working as counsellors will likely not succeed: this has caused disruption to camp operations and has been an emotional setback for the youth as he or she failed while other Bahá'í youth seemingly have no problems being a counsellor.

On the contrary, counsellors must already understand how to create a Bahá’í atmosphere, deal with the challenges children will bring, and work with other counsellors, camp directors, and property staff.

Please note that SLBC Program Committee will accept older applicants, those sixteen years of age or older, before we accept a fifteen year old, unless the younger applicant shows exceptional maturity for his or her age. 

Finally, we hope to meet before the beginning of April to review all the recommendations and make the final decisions.  Therefore, it would be very helpful if you could send your recommendation by May 1 to:

Email:
 slbcprogram@gmail.com
Mailing Address:
Box 2, Site 8, R.R. 1 
Sylvan Lake, AB  T4S 1X6     

Phone number:

(403) 887-5728
With loving Bahá’í greetings,

Sylvan Lake Bahá’í Centre Program Committee

Local Spiritual Assembly Recommendation Form

For Children Camps Counsellor at the Sylvan Lake Bahá'í Centre

(Confidential)

Please send in this form by May 1st to slbcprogram@gmail.com
Recommendation for _____________________________________ who is planning to serve as a children’s camps counsellor at the Sylvan Lake Bahá'í Centre in the summer of  __________.

Please provide answers to these questions: 

1. From the perspective of your institution and the members comprising it, what has been your level of contact with this applicant to make an accurate assessment of the applicant’s background?

2. What was the tone of any consultation you have had with this applicant about his/her plans to serve at Sylvan Lake Bahá'í Centre as a counsellor?

3. Describe this applicant’s activity as a Bahá'í as to attendance of Bahá'í functions. 

4. Describe how this applicant contributes to the planning and organization of Bahá'í functions.  
 

5. How does the applicant relate with the Bahá'í community? Older people? Youth the same age? Children? 

6. What are the emotional characteristics of the applicant that would contribute to the counsellor’s task? 

7. Have there been any illnesses or injuries that you know of that would detract from the applicant fulfilling the obligations of a counsellor?

8. Describe the applicant’s obedience to the Bahá'í laws of chastity, alchohol and drugs, and backbiting.

Please check one of the following:

_______ We recommend this applicant for the position of counsellor of Sylvan Lake Bahá'í Centre.

_______ We recommend this applicant with reservation for the position of counsellor of Sylvan Lake Bahá'í Centre.

_______ We do not recommend this applicant for the position of counsellor of Sylvan Lake Bahá'í Centre.

Submitted by: _______________________________________________________Date: _______________



(name)     


  (title)

For the Local Spiritual Assembly of _____________________________________

Address:    ________________________________________________________

Phone:      ______________ E-mail: ____________________________________

Please return this completed form May 1st, either electronically to the SLBC Program Committee slbcprogram@gmail.com
or by mail to: 
Box 2, Site 8, R.R. 1 
Sylvan Lake, AB  T4S 1X6     


